
APPLY AT 
hii.com/careers/nns-marine-trades-trainee-programs

WE ARE 
HIRING 

TRAINEES
Newport News Shipbuilding, a division of HII, is partnering with the Virginia Ship Repair  
Association (VSRA) and several local community colleges to offer several course-to-hire  
Marine Trainee programs for individuals interested in full-time trades careers with NNS.  
These 2-3 week courses equip individuals with the skills necessary to begin a trades career  
at Newport News Shipbuilding. 

THE MISSION STARTS WITH US

BASIC
QUALIFICATIONS:

ALL
COURSES:

•	 18 years or age or older
•	 U.S. Citizen
•	 Ability to work any shift
•	 Pass a background check, drug screen, and physical

•	 Occur Monthly
•	 Monday-Friday 7 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
•	 90% hands-on instruction
•	 Resulting in a full-time job with NNS upon graduating! 

MACHINIST 
Inside and Outside Machinists are responsible for the  
installation, repair and overhaul of naval ship’s  
mechanical components and systems.
Offered at Camp Community College. 

PIPEFITTER
Responsible for installing complex systems together on 
the ship and in the shop. More than 230 miles of pipe are 
installed on an aircraft carrier.
Offered at Tidewater Community College.
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Starting Pay 
Over

per hour
$22

MARINE COATINGS/PAINTER
Marine painters perform solvent, hand tool and power 
tool cleaning and apply paint using various brushes and 
rollers to the standards required in a marine environment.
Offered at Tidewater Community College.

DECK ELECTRICIAN
Deck Electricians work on many electrical systems 
aboard a ship including lighting, power distribution, 
communications or navigation. 
Offered at Virginia Peninsula Community College. 

MARINE INSULATOR
Insulators remove, repair, and install various types of  
insulation. 
Offered at QED Systems in Norfolk, VA. Not a VSRA  
program. 

SHIPFITTER
Often called the “carpenters” of shipbuilding, or  
“Artists of Steel”, shipfitters measure, cut, grind, fit, align, 
and tack weld parts to the structural body of the ship.
Offered at: Camp Community College, Tidewater  
Community College, and Virginia Peninsula Community 
College.

SHEET METAL WORKER
Responsible for fabricating and assembling a variety of 
components onboard ships such as ventilation, joiner  
bulkheads, framing, furniture, cabinetry, lockers and  
foundations. Offered at Tidewater Community College.

WELDER
Welders use a wide range of filler metals and welding 
processes to perform structural and pipe welds in all 
phases of production on aircraft carriers and  
submarines.
Offered at Camp Community College, Tidewater  
Community College, and Virginia Peninsula Community 
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EXCELLENT
CAREER 
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