
Shipbuilders,

Our work supporting the U.S. Navy’s nuclear fleet matters to our nation. We take pride in this noble calling 
every day, and each year we recognize those who have gone above and beyond to uphold our legacy of 
“Always Good Ships.” This year, 370 shipbuilders have earned the President’s Model of Excellence Award,  
which recognizes those at Newport News Shipbuilding who live our mission and lead the way for others.

Please join me in congratulating our 2023 Model of Excellence Award honorees for their dedication,  
and thank you, honorees, for demonstrating that the mission truly starts with us.

 

Jennifer Boykin 
President, Newport News Shipbuilding

ENABLE OUR WORKFORCE
Apprentices Demonstrate Leadership, Engagement and 
Commitment to Quality
Christopher Coccimiglio, X32; Rebecca Eure, E27; John Forbes Jr., X32; 
Shawntay Gunter, X32; Kamil Hargrove, X32; Dillon Messick, X32;  
Jeremiah Morgan, X32; Christian Newborn, X32; Skylar Rhoades, X32; 
Jordan Robins, X32; Zykira Saulsbury, X32; Earl Waddell, X32
Nominator: Lucas Hicks 

Insulation Team Takes New Approach to Improve Safety,  
Quality and Training
Albertine Beale, K47; Kelly Belfield, K47; Jose Borrero, X33; 
Christine Brown, X33; Jacqueline Futrell, X33; Charlton Geer, X33; 
James Glover Jr., X33; Topaz Gregory, X33; Ricky Hunt, K47; 
Mettra McCall, X33; Rose Murphy, X33; Shelby Osborne, X33; 
Tawanda Osborne, K47; Tobias Raynor, K47; Andrea Reid, X33; 
Michael Rice Jr., X33; Lawrence Smith, X33; Randy Stephenson, X33; 
Kayla Stickles, X33; Carlos Swain, X33; Peyton Waller Jr., X33; 
John Watkins Jr., X33; Robert White, X33; Quinten White, K47; 
Alphonso White, X33
Nominator: Lucas Hicks 

Shipbuilders Innovate with Mechanized Welding
Michael Bryson, X18; James Drury III, X10; Jared Hoopes, X18; 
Christopher Patton, X18
Nominator: Scott Cash 

EXECUTE EFFICIENTLY
Cross-Functional Team Collaborates to Achieve First-Time Quality 
on Submarine Hull Tile Installation
Alexandria Barrow, K46; Jordan Bell, K46; Alexandra Busker, E33; 
Martin Carille, E33; Mariana Cintron-Garcia, E33; Haley Cook, E33;  
Marcus Dozier, E33; Marcus Harrell, X32; Tyrone Harrison, X32; Darrell Hicks, X32; 
Brandan Hudgins, E33; Richard Jackson, K46; Daniel Knoll, K46; 
Jenro Lambaiso, E33; Brandon Leandado, E33; James Lewis, X32; 
Michael Lopez, X32; Tai Pham, X32; William Ryan-Johnson, E33; 
Rapheal Singletary, K46; Michael Talusan, E33; Taylor Tant, X32; 
Allen Valencia, E33; John Zimmerman Jr., E33
Nominator: Robert Staha

Shipbuilders Achieve Record Quality on USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74) 
Refurbishment Effort
Robert Banks Jr., X11; Montrell Barbine, K45; Lawrence Blowe, X33;  
Mikal Bremby, X11; Jeremy Collins, X11; Carlos Condor, X33; Elmer Conner, X11; 
Thomas Cragg, X70; Bryant Davis, X33; John Gregory, X70; Michael Koch, X11; 
Joshua Lampe, X33; Michael Marchal, X11; Michael McQueen, X33; 
Levar Moore, X33; Breon Nixon, X33; Joseph O’Malley, X33; 
Winfred Pettit III, X33; Alek Rethamel, K45; Quierra Ricks, X33;  
Malik Roundtree, X33; Ryan Schumacher, X11; Carlton Twine Jr., X33; 
Dayna Twyne, K60; Tykinsten Wood, X33
Nominator: Corey Boeninger

Shipbuilders Overcome Critical Material Constraint to Support 
Virginia-Class Construction
James Adams, X18; Richard Bollinger Jr., O38; David Bundy, X11; 
Kenneth Burgess, O53; Courtney Francis, X18; Steven Gergel, K46; 
Joel Grenald, X18; Daniel Gular, X84; Marcus Johnson, K46; 
Derrick Kamman, M10; Bobby Kidd, A572; Dominick Pottker, X11; 
Monia Reid, X11; Kendall Ridenour, K46; Curtis Scott, X18; 
Joseph Speight Jr., O93; Robert Stanton Jr., A572; John Waddy, K46; 
Chad White, O38; Lamont Williams, O38; Quinton Williams, X11; 
Michael Wilson, X18
Nominator: Robert Schatzel

GROW THE BUSINESS BASE
Innovative Approach to Integrating Post Delivery Work for  
John F. Kennedy (CVN 79) Construction
John Bayse, X01; Garrett Blanchette, X01; David Brabrand, O19;  
Thomas Clouatre, E49; Ryan Duffy, N346; Seth Fitch, E20; Jack Fowler, X76;
Chris Gibson, X44; Taneca Goode, E49; Julie Halsey, O59; Nubia Jones, O59;
Michelle Kirby, E49; Eric Laurenzo, O19; Jonathan Morris, O19; Eric Neese, O19; 
Pedro Padilla, O59; Candace Selby, O59; Kareem Solomon, O19; 
Jeffrey Tatum, E20; Christopher White, O85; Leha Worley, O85
Nominator: Jeffrey Bristow

Secure Cloud-Based Environment Opens Doors for Shipyards  
and the Navy
Christopher Alvarez, E42; Carla Coleman, E92; Mark Debbink, E92;  
Cody Griffith, E92; Alicia Harmon, E92; Todd Imbriaco, T53;  
Philip Jennings II, E92; Joshua Kirkpatrick, T53; Bryan Kral, O55;  
Prashant Kumar, O56; Stephen Philipps, T56; Gregory Pothast, T53; 
Robert Raines, T56; Kenneth Reeves, T51; Kristi Rose, O05;  
Brian Sawyer, T53; Carla Seaborn, N352; James Tatarka II, E79;  
William Weidner, T54; Joseph Whitfield, T53
Nominator: John Ord
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LEAD THE WAY
Honoring History: Creating a Meaningful Experience for Multiple 
Ship’s Sponsors
Melody Brauchle, K22; Stephanie Cherry, O29; Antonio Drummond, O43; 
Ericha Forest, O29; Gerald Hough, O15; Brian Jackson, X18;  
Richard Kerlin, O43; Rhonda King, X36; Heather Land, O29;  
Jessica Lawson, K96; Brandon Leggett, X18; Patrick Murray, O15;  
John Neal, X36; Phoebe Richards, O29; Kendall Ridenour, K46;  
Janine Stoddard, O15; Yvonne Weiss, O15; Billy Williams, X18;  
Phyllis Young, X18
Nominator: Christie Miller

Shipbuilders Collaborate on Groundbreaking Shipboard Fire Drill
Christopher Annette, O15; Jordan Banton, O56; Brandon Barcus, O15;  
James Barnette II, X70; Teresa Benefield, E85; Madeline Bradshaw, E82;  
Eric Elson, E25; Casey Games, X73; Martin Gerald, E85; Trevor Hall, X73; 
Joshua Hollifield, E85; David Macerelli , X70; Emmett Mathews Jr., O15; 
David Neese, E25; Curtis Otto, O15; Brandon Owen, O15; Bryce Rilee, E82; 
Leonard Rossi, E85; Ashley Saba, O41; Andrew Smith, O40;  
Stephanie Snesrud, E25; Phillip Stickle, E82; Michael Symonds, O15;  
Larry Trantham, O67; Christopher Wilcox, O15
Nominator: John Clark

Thorough Planning and Design Result in Successful Jet Blast 
Deflector Installation on USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78)
Gabriella Bishop, E11; David Brelsford, E25; Joshua Bruns , E32;  
Paul Campbell, E24; Carl Carrow, E25; Garrett Colby, E24;  
Robert Coulter II, E24; Craig Florschuetz , E24; Robert Garrison IV, E25;  
Tyler Gimbert, E24; Howard Goodrich, E44; Jacob Haynes, E24;  
Stephen Hollowood , E24; Jeffrey Luck, E56; Derrick Madden, E24;  
Anthony Maurer, E24; Michael McClenney, E24; Richard Phillips, E56;  
Steven Plum, E24; John Ralls, E02; Keith Shaw, E49; Charles Smith, E24;  
Cody Steele, E24; Jody Thornburg Jr., E24
Nominator: Matthew Burris

Tiger Team Develops Safety-Focused Plan to Remove Debris
Joshua Abels, E82; Brian Butler, X43; Douglas Claytor, X43;  
Marc Dubois, O39; Alexander Fenton, E82; Kimberly Gibson, X73;  
Davis Giles, E82; Austin Gregory, X43; Ryan Hennessy, E82; Alex Jones, X43;  
Wanda Knight, E85; William Leary, X43; Dennis Lee Jr., O39;  
Michael Ligon, X43; David Lovette, X43; Nicholas Manuk, E85;  
Tyler McLawhorn, X43; Andre Reid, E85; Derek Ruffing, X43;  
Marcus Santarsiero, E81; Robert Sipes, X73; Aubrey Sweeney, X43; 
Nicholas Tice, X73; Robert Tripp, X43; Jasmine Wilcox, E85
Nominator: Elizabeth Matschke

Transformative Approach to Refurbishing Nimitz-Class Aircraft 
Carrier Radiological Tanks
Chikaodinaka Anukam, E81; Robert Bricker, E81; Brandon Byrum, E81; 
Michael Davidson, E85; George Hamilton, E81; Sidney Harmon, E85; 
Daniel Hoyos Failach, E81; George Huggett III, E85; Bashar Jabri, E81; 
Cassidy Jax, E81; Ricky Johnson, E85; Joshua Joyner, E81; Jeramy Miles, E81; 
Lamont Moody, E85; Russell Stallings, E85; Bernard Williams, E85
Nominator: Jeffrey Hogge

TRANSFORM BUSINESS OPERATIONS
Additive Manufacturing Team Achieves Groundbreaking  
Navy Approval
Christopher Arnold, E37; Kenneth Bethea, E02; Donna Blankenship, E37; 
Joshua Bruns, E32; Edward Brusso Jr., E32; Helen Gault, E37; 
Randall Hall, E37; Daniel Hebert, E32; Brian Johnston, E15; 
Alexander Kellogg, E32; Holt Lassiter, E32; Dennis Lyle, E32; 
Jason Paquette, E32; Timothy Pline, O31; Terry Tyler, E32
Nominator: John Ralls

Collaborative Team Facilitates Resourceful Contract Adjustments
John Binns IV, K72; William Boze, O40; Michael Chandler, O19;  
Michael Diggs, K38; Christina Edwards, O92; Benjamin England, O75; 
Kimberly Hamlett, O19; Needham Jones III, O59; Seth Kindred, O75; 
Kathryn MacAdam, O75, Lesley McArthur, O19; Curtis McTeer, O55; 
Andrew Rantanen, O19; Michael Romanelli, O41; Megan Trainor, O97; 
Ashley Weymouth German, O78; Holly Whitley, X23
Nominator: Travis Williams

Leveraging Superlifts to Increase Efficiency on Enterprise (CVN 80)
Jimmie Bean, X23; Bass Beasley Jr., K72; James Connolly, X44; Mark Culp, K72; 
Terence Fail, K72; Curtis Hall Jr., K72; Dennis Knutson Jr., X23;  
Jeffrey Lacy, K72; Anthony Pale, E26; Matthew Poteat, K72; Kevin Prussia, E22; 
Patrick Reedy, K72; Terry Riley, X02; Brian Sabo, E22; Terrance Woods, E26
Nominator: Geoffrey Hummel

Schedule Agility Leads to Greater Predictability
Rhena Bolden, X34; John Boyette, T55; Michaela Camden, X39;  
James Crockarell Jr., T55; Justin Dewes, T56; Constance Edwards, X20; 
Frances Glenn, X44; David Goodman Jr., X35; Michele Green, T55;  
Jason Hanson, X55; Steven Hasky, T55 Melanie McGrath, O60;  
Brandon McNearney, X55; Purushotham Muthakana, T55; James Ozment, O79; 
Rajendrakumar Patel, T55; Kelly Renn, X38; Larry Smith, X24;  
Carole Sterling, T56; Zachary Stone, X55; Ann Stover, T55;  
Teresa Urbaniak, T56; Jessica Vandygriff, O79; Susan Virga, X55
Nominator: Kimberly Kelly

Teamwork and Open-Minded Thinking Improve Critical  
Submarine Welding
Robert Brockenbrough, X18; Darnell Hawkins, K46; Jovan Jackson, K46; 
Stanford Johnston, K46; Stanley Jones, X18; Brandon Leggett, X18; 
Scotty Leggett, X18; Jacob McNulty, X18; Douglas Odio, X18;  
Thomas Sandman, X18; Marcus Tate, X82; Sean Triba, X18
Nominator: Brian Treat

Virginia-Class Program Sets the Example for Construction 
Operating System
Jon Michael Bowman, X80; Patrick Buskee, X84; Jeanenne Cochran, X82; 
Patrick Collins, X84; Daniel Cooney, O79; Nicole Deskins, X38;  
Edward Fleiss, X80; Dustin Floyd, X82; Derek Johnson, K46;  
Gerald Johnson, X82; Julie Lane, X82; Jeffrey Leckrone, K46;  
Keith Lovick, O93; Nicholas Mann, X82; Ja’Juan Mathews, K46;  
Patrina Matthews, K46; Charles McElrath, K46; Kael Murphy, X82;  
Heather Ray, X80; Floyd Shelton, X82; Larry Smith, K46;  
Ernestine Thompson, E25; Brian Treat, K46; Anthony Velez, K46;  
Malik Whitaker, X80
Nominator: Matt Needy
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